
PGEU kindly invites you to attend a high-level policy event hosted
in the European Parliament focusing on the critical role of
community pharmacists in safeguarding access to medicines and
strengthening the resilience of Europe’s pharmaceutical supply
chain.

This event brings together policymakers, institutional
stakeholders, and pharmacy representatives to discuss practical
and policy-oriented solutions for ensuring uninterrupted access to
medicines for patients across Europe.

3 March 2026

Keeping medicines available
Pharmacists and the resilience of Europe’s supply chain

Tuesday, 3 March 2026
17.00 - 19.00, followed by a cocktail reception

Room 2Q2 - József Antall (JAN) Building (2nd Floor)
European Parliament, Brussels

Hosted by MEP Nicolás González Casares (S&D) and MEP Tomislav Sokol (EPP), 
in collaboration with PGEU - European Community Pharmacists 

Invitation

Register here!

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=YXmxl0IlqE-8TWPbu4pg5rQoh2aqJOVMo5tD-n9Ag0BUNEtDVlNQNTJOTEdEWlVHTE9PQkpTVkxEUy4u


3 March 2026

Keeping medicines available
Pharmacists and the resilience of Europe’s supply chain

17.00 - 17.15 | Opening Session 
Introductory remarks by MEP Nicolás González Casares (S&D) and MEP
Tomislav  Sokol (EPP)   
 

17.15 - 17.55 | Panel I 
Addressing persistent medicines shortages: 
the role of pharmacists on the front line 
 

Panellists: 
Vanessa Bennett, Senior shortages specialist, European Medicines
Agency (EMA) 
Manuel Ibarra, Head of Medicines Control and Inspection, Spanish
Medicines Agency ( AEMPS)
Koen Straetmans, President, Association of Pharmacists Belgium  (APB)

 

Exchange of views and Q&A with the audience 

 17.55 - 18.45 | Panel II 
Strengthening the resilience of Europe’s medicines supply
chain  
 

Panellists: 
Matthias Blaas, Head of Task – Audit, European Court of Auditors (ECA)
Ancel·la Santos, Head of Health, Food and Chemical safety, The European
Consumer Organization (BEUC) 
Agnes Mathieu-Mendes, Head of Unit, European Commission (DG
SANTE) 
Adrian Van den Hoven, Director General, Medicines for Europe

 

Exchange of views and Q&A with the audience 
 

18.45 - 18.50 | Closing Remarks 

Concluding address by Mikołaj Konstanty, President, PGEU 
 

19.00 | Cocktail reception 

Programme


